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Shock Adds Three To Roster

Posted: May 04, 2013 3:39 PM MDT

Updated: May 04, 2013 3:39 PM MDT

The Tulsa Shock have signed Brittany Spears (Colorado), Italee Lucas (North Carolina) and Vicki Baugh
(Tennessee) to training camp contracts.

Spears played at Colorado where she was the all-time leading scorer with 2,185 points, starting all 1277
games of her career and averaged 19.2 points per game and 8.1 rebounds per game in her senior season.
Lucas finished her career at North Carolina averaging 15.8 points per game and earned ACC All-
Tournament First Team honors. Baugh averaged 7.5 points per game in 24 games her senior season after
being sidelined with left knee injuries. Lucas (2011) and Baugh (2012) were both drafted by Tulsa but did
not make the team.

"We are very aware of all three of these players skills with Vicki and Italee being on our roster previously
and Coach McConnell-Miller having coached Brittany at Colorado," Shock President Steve Swetoha said.
"We look forward to seeing them in camp and competing for a spot."

The Shock's home opener will be at 2 p.m. on Monday May 27 against the Washington Mystics at the BOK
Center. The game will be broadcasted live on ESPN2.

NewsOn6.com allows its users to express opinions on stories, but reserves the right to
remove comments for any reason. Comments do not reflect the views of News On 6, Griffin
Communications, or its employees. A Facebook account is required to participate--if you do
not currently have an account, sign up here.
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GREEN BAY - With a brother who has bounced around the National Football League quite
a bit since he came in as an undrafted free agent in 2008, David Bakhtiari knows how pro
football works.

“He’s been cut 14 times,” Bakhtiari said of his older brother Eric. “I know the business
side of it. He was cut right before the playoffs with the (San Francisco 49ers). That's
tough on a guy. I was able to grow up with it, talk with him, shed some light on it, be
mature about it.”

That's why, when the Colorado offensive tackle continued to drop past his draft
evaluation during the third day of the 2013 NFL Draft Saturday - he'd been projected as
a second- or third-round pick — he was a little discouraged, but not too worried about
where he would end up.

“There was a little disappointment just because the word from around the team and
around the league was that I was going to be slotted in a Day 2 kind of guy but that’s
the way the draft goes,” Bakhtiari said after the Green Bay Packers took himin the
fourth round Saturday with the 109th overall pick.

Even deciding to enter the draft was a thought out process that significantly involved
his family, especially his parents Debbie and Karl. The half Persian, half Icelandic family
also includes brother Andrew, who played football at the University of San Diego, and 5 -
sister Danielle, who was a three-sport athlete in high school, and who David called the ligi‘i?‘;ﬁ{“;;;ﬁﬁ(?;;;ﬂb
best athlete” in the family at the NFL Scouting Combine. orthend S clinaftarbaces

With a close-knit family, it shouldnt be a surprise that David asked his parents for
approval before leaving Colorado early to play in the NFL.

I still am the vounaest of four in the family.” David said. “and mv parents plaved a Milwaukee Recently Updated more
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significant role.”

Eric was with David when he got the call that he was being drafted by the Packers, and
David admitted it was a very emotional moment.

“We hugged and literally my eyes got teary-eyed,” Bakhtiari said. “We're just super
excited. He's close to a couple of Green Bay Packers and he couldn’t be happier for me
because we've worked so hard. We've worked together for so long ever since I was
pretty much 17 years old we've been working together and just training so as much as it
is for me and my success, we've done this together and we will just continue to work
harder and for the rest of the years.”

Those Packers are none other than the players whom the team recently signed to long-
term extensions - linebacker Clay Matthews and quarterback Aaron Rodgers. The
California connection may have started with Eric, but has led to David working closely
and training with Matthews.

“Clay is good friends with my older brother, and I was training with him for about I think
two-and-a-half weeks before he got his new deal done and went back to Green Bay,”
Bakhtiari said. “So I had a chance to meet him and hang out with him, and he’s a great
guy. He’s fun, a competitor, and his work ethic is unparalleled.

“It's awesome to be working out with that kind of guy. I'm just excited now to compete
against him and learn what he does because, shoot, if I can learn from him and block
him, I feel like I can pretty much block anyone, so that’s something I'm really excited to
jump in and start working with.”

Bakhtiari will need to play to that high ability if he wants to beat left tackle Marshall
Newhouse out for the starting left tackle position. Protecting Rodgers’ blindside, Bakhtiari
will find himself matched-up against the opposing team’s best rusher.

Offensive line coach James Campen said Bakhtiari looks like he fits that position because
of his “good feet,” “quickness,” and how explosive he is out of his stance.

The addition of Bakhtiari, and the Packers’ second fourth-round draft pick J.C. Tretter,
could firm up the Packers’ offensive line and should create competition for the starting
spots, something Campen believes is a positive development.

“Let's be honest, you've got two fourth-round picks back-to-back, certainly the

competition barometer went up a heck of a lot,” Campen said. “So that's a good thing to
have. And the men that are already in that room understand that, and they understood
that before this draft certainly. Our competition just got better.”

The addition also has given the Packers a lot of versatility as well - something the team
struggled with last season when Bryan Bulaga, Derek Sherrod and T.J. Lang missed time
with injuries. Flexibility is something Campen and the Packers were looking for when
selecting players to add to their offensive line.

"I think that David can play multiple positions,” Campen said. “He certainly is athletic
enough to do so. As you know, he played left tackle. He has good feet. But I think he's
very versatile. We'll be excited to get him in here and see where we're going to place
him.”

Bakhtiari sees his flexibility as one of the strengths to his game.

“What I can bring to the table is I can help the team out with the versatility and the
multiple positions,” Bakhtiari said. “I think it's very comforting that you have a player - I
consider myself a good player -- who can come in and compete yet you have the
comfort in knowing I can play multiple positions and help out because it's a long season
and with a team that is an awesome organization and (has made) playoff and after
playoffs, that’s a lot of games and injuries do occur. That’s not something that doesn’t
happen. So to have the ability that I know that I can jump around from position to
position can really help the team in the long run and I think that’s a huge benefit.”

But while Bakhtiari may claim his versatility to be his biggest strength, it’s clear the
knowledge he has learned from his brother — and the rest of his family, has a lot to do
with the position he is in now.

“The one thing you know is that you don’t know what’s going to happen, but I couldn’t
be happier to be in an amazing organization on a great team and I am more determined
than I already was and I'm just excited to get to Green Bay, get the playbook, study it
and get ready to work and compete.”

Sarah Barshop covers the Packers for ESPNWisconsin.com. Follow her on Twitter
at twitter.com/sarahbarshop.
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